
On Tuesday, June 23, 2015, more than 160 
Jenner & Block lawyers and summer associ-
ates from all offices gathered in the Chicago 
conference center for a dinner to celebrate 
and affirm the firm’s diversity and inclusion 
efforts; meet the 2015 Diversity Scholars; 
and hear distinguished constitutional law 
scholar, New York University Law School 
professor and author Kenji Yoshino reflect 
on marriage equality and on his own per-
sonal journey coming out and living as a gay 
married Asian man.

Partner Paul M. Smith “interviewed” Kenji, 
who recently published Speak Now: Marriage 
Equality on Trial, the story of the Holling-
sworth v. Perry trial that resulted in the end 
of California’s ban on same-sex marriage.

Anticipating that the US Supreme Court was 
about to hand down an opinion that would 
legalize same-sex marriage in all 50 states 
(which the Court did on June 26, see story 
below), Kenji theorized about why the gay 
rights movement has seemingly made fast-
er strides than other civil rights movements 
— did the “anonymous and diffuse” nature 
of the LGBT population become a political 
benefit, rather than a detriment, as was once 
thought? He also tried to predict a future in 

which same-sex marriage would be a re-
ality – would there be pressure in the gay 
community to be married to be perceived as 
“normal?”

Kenji and Paul stressed that, despite recent 
successes, there are still battles to be fought 
and that the next struggle in the United States 
will, most likely, involve discrimination in em-
ployment. Currently, 29 states have no job 
protection laws for LGBT individuals. “You 
can get legally married but come back from  
your honeymoon to find out you’ve been 
fired from your job,” Kenji noted.

The two speculated that enforcement of the 
right to marry would continue to be a chal-
lenge, citing the tension between legaliza-
tion of same-sex marriage and other rights 
of LGBT couples and laws such as the Re-
ligious Freedom Restoration Act. They also 
noted that there is still much work be done at 
the international level, where only a fraction 
of countries have full marriage equality, and 
many countries still have statutes criminaliz-
ing sodomy, including punishment by death.

Equal TimE

Firm’s 14Th annual DivErsiTy 
DinnEr GuEsT spEakEr 
proviDEs TimEly insiGhTs on 
marriaGE EqualiTy 

lGBT CommuniTy sErviCE 2015

On June 26, 2015, the US Supreme Court 
announced a historic ruling legalizing 
same-sex marriage across the United 
States. This was a long-awaited and 
momentous day for many, and Jenner 
& Block played a significant role in the 
outcome. Capping the firm’s longstanding 
efforts toward achieving marriage 
equality, an amicus brief filed by the firm 
on behalf of the American Psychological 
Association (APA) and other mental health 
groups was cited and agreed with in the 
Court’s opinion in the landmark ruling 
in Obergefell v. Hodges. The brief was 
authored by Partner Paul M. Smith with the 
assistance of Associate Emily Chapuis.

This amicus brief was the most recent 
expression of the firm’s commitment to 

LGBT equality. In a recent informal Q&A 
with summer associates, Paul explained 
that, after the US Supreme Court upheld 
Georgia’s same-sex sodomy law in Bow-
ers v. Hardwick in 1986, LGBT rights ad-
vocates began looking for states where 
they thought they could win a challenge 
to these laws – with the ultimate goal of 
achieving marriage equality. As part of this 
strategy, the firm first represented the APA 
as amicus in a challenge to the Maryland 
anti-sodomy law in the early 1990s.

In 2003, Paul argued and won the 
landmark Supreme Court decision in 
Lawrence v. Texas, overruling Bowers and 
striking down all sodomy laws. This led 
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NYU Law School Chief Justice Earl Warren Professor of Constitutional Law Kenji Yoshino and Partner Paul Smith discuss gay 
marriage at the Supreme Court during the firm’s Diversity Dinner.
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Emily K. McWilliams

Emily mCWilliams CrEDiTs Firm’s 
EnvironmEnT For supporTinG 
suCCEss

In the July 2015 issue of Chicago Lawyer, first-
year litigation associate Emily K. McWilliams cited 
the firm’s supportive environment for contributing 
to her success as a junior associate. Describing 
Emily as “emblematic of the new generation of 
LGBT lawyers: self-identified, self-confident, 
fearless,” the cover story noted that at Jenner & 

Block, she feels able to be uncompromisingly herself.

As one of her first-year successes, Emily and Partner Louis E. Fogel 
won a jury verdict for a retired high school English teacher whose car 
was damaged by a mechanic installing a new battery. Emily conducted 
voir dire to choose the 12-person jury, made opening and closing argu-
ments and questioned two witnesses. After a one-day trial and three 
hours of jury deliberation, Emily’s client was awarded the full amount of 
damages requested, plus court fees.

Emily also co-wrote an article with Partner Howard S. Suskin that dis-
cusses forum selection and arbitration clauses in commercial contracts. 
The article was published in two publications – the New York State Bar 
Association’s NY Dispute Resolution Lawyer and leading technical jour-
nal Transaction Advisors.

Paul M. Smith

paul smiTh rECoGnizED By Law360, 
amhErsT CollEGE

Partner Paul M. Smith was selected by Law360 as an 
Appellate MVP, one of six lawyers, nationwide, who 
“had extraordinary wins and contributed most to their 
practice area” in 2014. An in-depth profile highlighted 

Paul’s win for firm broadcasting company clients in their battle with on-
line streaming service Aereo, one of the most closely watched copyright 
cases in years; his victory in another Supreme Court appeal, Harris v. 
Quinn, in which he stopped the Court from overturning decades-old 
precedent allowing public unions to charge nonunion workers “fair 
share” or “agency” fees; and his victory representing a class of same-
sex couples in Virginia in a successful challenge to the state’s ban on 
gay marriage.

On May 24, 2015, Paul received an honorary doctor of laws degree from 
Amherst College, his alma mater. As part of weekend-long commence-
ment ceremonies, Paul spoke about his experience arguing and winning 
the landmark Lawrence v. Texas appeal in a talk titled “Witness to a 
Legal Revolution.”

Luke C. Platzer

lukE plaTzEr namED “risinG sTar” in mEDia 
anD EnTErTainmEnT

Partner Luke C. Platzer was named a 2015 “Rising 
Star” in Media & Entertainment by Law360, one of just 
five lawyers chosen nationwide in this practice area. He 
earned this top spot for securing an eight-figure jury 

award for record label EMI in its long-running case against MP3Tunes, 
which Law360 noted was the first jury trial to test the copyright infringe-
ment theory of willful blindness. The article also highlighted Luke’s work 
for Viacom in its high-profile suit against Google and YouTube and for 
Columbia Pictures, Disney and other film studios in their suit against 
file-hosting site Hotfile. Regarding his significant pro bono practice, 
Luke told Law360 that working on Lawrence v. Texas as a summer as-
sociate helped him realize “it was possible to pursue a civil rights law 
career at a private law firm. That I can wear both hats…is something I 
immensely appreciate about Jenner & Block.”

Victoria C. Fitzpatrick

Firm opEns lonDon oFFiCE, hirEs FirsT assoCiaTE

Victoria C. Fitzpatrick is the first associate in Jenner & Block’s new London office, 
which opened in April. Victoria came on board in June, as a member of the Complex 
Commercial Litigation, International Arbitration and White Collar Defense and Inves-
tigations Practices. Her broad commercial litigation practice focuses on contractual 
disputes, bankruptcy and insolvency proceedings and other general litigation mat-
ters, particularly for clients in the financial services and other business sectors.

Victoria is especially passionate about her pro bono work, which has focused on 
LGBT and women’s rights. While at Dechert, her previous firm, she represented a Massachusetts federal judge as amicus in both the Windsor and 
Obergefell appeals and traveled to Washington, DC from London to hear the oral arguments in the US Supreme Court. Victoria is looking forward 
to contributing to the firm’s pro bono program in the London office.

Gail H. Morse

parTnEr Gail morsE inDuCTED inTo 
ChiCaGo lGBT hall oF FamE

On November 10, 2015, Partner Gail H. Morse, a long-
time advocate for advancing LGBT awareness and civil 
rights in Chicago, was inducted into the Chicago LGBT 
Hall of Fame – the only known government-sponsored 

hall of fame in the United States that honors members of the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender communities.

Gail is co-chair of the firm’s LGBT Forum and was instrumental in the 
creation of Jenner & Block’s Equal Time diversity newsletters, the first of 
which was the LGBT Community Service newsletter.  At the time of its 
publication in 2001, it was believed to be the first newsletter of its kind 
anywhere in the legal community. 

Among her many efforts to give back to the LGBT community, Gail has 
worked with the Illinois Department of Revenue to implement tax filings 
for partners in Illinois civil unions and is a frequent resource on the tax 
effects of same-sex marriage.  She has provided pro bono counsel to 
many nonprofit entities serving the Chicago LGBT communities.

Equal TimE – lGBT CommuniTy sErviCE

GranT FollanD sCholar announCED
The Grant R. Folland Memorial Scholarship was established in 2012, by friends and members of the firm, in memory of a Jenner & Block as-
sociate who was an alumnus of the University of Chicago Law School. A scholarship is awarded annually to a rising second- or third-year U of 
C law student who demonstrates an ongoing commitment to LGBT civil rights. The 2015 Folland Scholar is California native Paige Scheckla. 
Paige graduated summa cum laude with a degree in political science from the University of California, Los Angeles in 2013. Last summer, she 
was a legal intern with Lambda Legal. During the school year, Paige volunteers as a LiveHelp Operator and with Illinois Legal Aid Online. She 
is a board member of OutLaw and the Law School Musical.



Luke C. Platzer

Scott B. Wilkens

parTnErs Win viCTory For viaCom in 
DispuTE ovEr ConTrol oF FaCEBook paGE

Partners Luke C. Platzer and Scott B. Wilkens were key 
members of a firm team that won a victory for Viacom in 
a dispute over control of a Facebook page for a popular 
cable TV program – The Game – on Viacom’s BET ca-
ble network. The page’s creator, whose campaign was 
credited with reviving the series on BET after another 
network canceled it, demoted BET’s access to the page 
when negotiations with BET to hire her as a social me-
dia “freelancer” or buy the page outright fell apart. At 
BET’s request, Facebook then “migrated” fans of the 
page to a BET-created official Series Page and shut 

down the original page. The page creator sued BET, arguing that she 
owned the page and the 6.2 million “likes” it had accrued, and that they 
were worth several million dollars. The court ruled that the creator had 
breached her contract with BET by demoting BET’s access to the page, 
and granted summary judgment to BET.

Adam G. Unikowsky

unikoWsky hElps Firm TEam Win viCTory 
in pro Bono CapiTal CasE

Partner Adam G. Unikowsky was a member of a Jen-
ner & Block team that achieved a significant victory 
in the US Supreme Court, resulting in the ultimate 
barring of the execution of the firm’s pro bono client, 

who had been on death row since 1995. Kevan Brumfield was convict-
ed of first-degree murder and sentenced to death in Louisiana state 
court in 1995. Seven years later, in Atkins v. Virginia, the Supreme Court 
declared it unconstitutional to execute persons who are intellectually 
disabled. After Atkins, Mr. Brumfield’s lawyers argued that he should 
be spared execution because of intellectual disability. Following unsuc-
cessful post-conviction appeals and a Fifth Circuit reversal of a grant 
of federal habeas relief, Jenner & Block took the case at the certiorari 
stage as a referral from the Southern Center for Human Rights. The Su-
preme Court’s decision adopted the firm’s argument that the state court 
had acted unreasonably in denying Mr. Brumfield an Atkins hearing in 
the face of powerful evidence of his intellectual disability and remanded 
the case to the Fifth Circuit. Upon remand, the Fifth Circuit affirmed the 
ruling of the federal district court that Mr. Brumfield was intellectually 
disabled and, accordingly, ineligible for execution.

Lindsay C. Harrison

NatioNaL Law JourNaL iDEnTiFiEs linDsay 
harrison as “DC risinG sTar”

The National Law Journal named Partner Lindsay C. 
Harrison a “DC Rising Star,” one of 40 “game-changing 
lawyers age 40 and under” who are “leaders in the law” 
in the nation’s capital. The 40 were selected from ap-

proximately 200 nominations and included attorneys in the private, gov-
ernment and public interest sectors. Lindsay’s NLJ profile highlighted 
her winning argument to the US Supreme Court in the Nken case, as a 
30-year-old associate; her representation of “major brands” of the hos-
pitality industry, including Marriott and Ritz-Carlton; and her pro bono 
representation of three same-sex couples challenging West Virginia’s 
ban on same-sex marriage.

Christopher C. 
Dickinson

Daniel A. Johnson D. Matthew 
Feldhaus

Firm TEam hElps inDiviDuals livinG WiTh hiv/aiDs

Partner Christopher C. Dickinson and Associates Daniel A. Johnson and D. Mat-
thew Feldhaus provided substantial assistance to the AIDS Foundation of Chi-
cago and AIDS Legal Council of Chicago, helping advance their goal to end dis-
crimination by health insurers against people with pre-existing conditions such 
as HIV/AIDS. The lawyers’ comprehensive report for the Illinois Department of 
Insurance (DOI) illustrated possible gaps in coverage for people with HIV/AIDS in 

health plans offered through the Illinois Insurance Marketplace established by the Affordable Care Act. As a result of the report, 
the DOI issued a statement informing insurers that the department would not permit health insurance plans that discriminate 
against people with HIV/AIDS to be sold on the Marketplace in 2015, making Illinois the first state in the nation to issue an 
explicit prohibition on discrimination against people with HIV in health insurance marketplace plans.

Melissa A. Cox

mElissa Cox sElECTED For lEaDErship 
CounCil on lEGal DivErsiTy FElloWs 
proGram

Partner Melissa A. Cox was selected for the 2015 Fel-
lows Program of the Leadership Council on Legal Di-
versity (LCLD). Founded in 2009, LCLD is a growing 

organization of more than 220 corporate chief legal officers and law 
firm managing partners who are personally committed to creating a truly 
diverse legal profession. The Fellows program is one of LCLD’s most 
important initiatives, identifying and advancing the next generation of 
diverse leaders in the legal profession. Over the course of the year-
long program, participants are challenged to improve their professional 
brand, build relationships that enhance professional development, par-
ticipate in corporate learning experiences and sharpen stewardship and 
leadership skills.

to an important role as co-counsel with Gay & Lesbian Advocates & 
Defenders (GLAD) in Gill v. Office of Personnel Management, the first 
major challenge to the federal Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), which 
defined marriage as a union between a man and a woman. Producing 
the first US court of appeals decision overturning DOMA, Gill laid the 
foundation for the Supreme Court’s 2013 decision nullifying the law. 

DOMA’s demise paved the way for legalization of same-sex marriage 
and, in 2014, the firm helped win important victories in this nation-
wide effort. Partnering with Lambda Legal and the ACLU, firm teams 
represented same-sex couples in successfully challenging bans on 
gay marriage in Virginia and West Virginia. Later in 2014, the Supreme 

Court declined to address the issue, allowing marriages to take place 
in these and several other states, but failing to settle the question 
nationwide.

In addition to drafting the amicus brief in Obergefell, Paul acted as a 
moot court judge for the GLAD lawyer who successfully argued the 
Supreme Court appeal.

Over the years, many Jenner & Block lawyers throughout the firm 
contributed to this victory. Most recently, in addition to Paul and Em-
ily, these included Partners Melissa A. Cox, Lindsay C. Harrison and 
Luke C. Platzer and Associates D. Matthew Feldhaus, Mark P. Gaber, 
R. Trent McCotter and Nicholas W. Tarasen. 

Supreme Court Legalizes Same-Sex Marriage, continued from Page 1...



Equality Illinois – 2015

Based on the results of 
EQIL’s 2015 Law Firm 
Survey, Jenner & Block 
was again recognized 

as a leading law firm in providing 
equal treatment for LGBT lawyers 
and staff and engagement with the 
LGBT community-at-large

Vault.com – Career Intelligence

In Vault’s 2016 survey, Jenner 
& Block ranked #5 nationally, 
as a “Best Law Firm for LGBT 
Individuals”

Human Rights Campaign 
100% rating in Corporate Equality 
Index – 2016

For the 11th year in a row, Jenner 
& Block earned a perfect rating in 
HRC’s “CEI” survey

JenneR & BLock LLP
www.JenneR.coM

2015 Chambers uSa 
Lindsay C. Harrison, Leisure & Hospitality (Nationwide) 
Paul M. Smith, Appellate Law (Nationwide/Band 1); 
First Amendment Litigation (Nationwide/Band 1);  
Media & Entertainment (District of Columbia/Band 1)

2015 illinois Super Lawyers
Howard S. Suskin, “Top 10” (and “Top 100”) Illinois Super 
Lawyers: Securities Litigation 
Christopher C. Dickinson, Insurance Coverage

2015 washington, DC Super Lawyers
Paul M. Smith, “Top 100” Washington, DC Super Lawyers: 
Appellate, Media & Advertising

DC Super Lawyers “rising Stars”
Melissa A. Cox, General Litigation 
Adam G. Unikowsky, Appellate; General Litigation;  
Intellectual Property Litigation; Communications 
Scott B. Wilkens, Business Litigation

Best Lawyers in america
Christopher C. Dickinson, Insurance Law 
Paul M. Smith, Appellate Practice; Litigation - First Amendment; 
Media Law 
Howard S. Suskin, Commercial Litigation; Litigation - Securities

Legal 500 
Paul M. Smith, “Leading Lawyer” Litigation - Supreme Court 
and Appellate

Leading Lawyers Network
Gail H. Morse, Tax Law: Business

LawDragon 
Paul M. Smith, 500 Leading Lawyers in America

Managing intellectual Property 
Paul M. Smith, 2015 “IP Star”

Benchmark Litigation
Paul M. Smith, DC Litigation Star

recogNitioNs
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Emily L. Chapuis, Associate
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Melissa A. Cox, Partner
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Christopher C. Dickinson, Partner
David B. Diesenhouse, Associate
Brendan A. Donahue, Associate
George E. Ellis, Staff Attorney
D. Matthew Feldhaus, Associate
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Thomas D. Garza, Associate
Benjamin T. Halbig, Associate
Lindsay C. Harrison, Partner
Jason P. Hipp, Associate
Daniel A. Johnson, Associate
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Gail H. Morse, Partner
Rafi W. Mottahedeh, Associate
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Manuel C. Possolo, Associate
Barry J. Shulock, Staff Attorney
Paul M. Smith, Partner
Andrew G. Sullivan, Associate
Howard S. Suskin, Partner
Nicholas W. Tarasen, Associate
James A. Tucker, Associate
Adam G. Unikowsky, Partner
Scott B. Wilkens, Partner

JEnnEr & BloCk hosTs EvEnTs For lGBT CommuniTy

The firm is hosting the Trans Law Symposium in Chicago on August 
7, 2015. The Symposium’s keynote speaker will be M. Dru Levas-
seur, Lambda Legal’s Transgender Rights Project National Director. 
Panels will address issues such as health care, state legislation, em-
ployment law, and violence and detention. This is the first time that 
the Symposium will be held as a stand-alone event, not affiliated 
with the National LGBT Bar Association’s Lavender Law Confer-
ence. Throughout the year, the firm also hosted:

•	 US Congressman Mike Quigley (IL 5th) for the annual meeting of 
the congressman’s LGBT Advisory Committee, chaired by Partner 
Gail H. Morse.

•	 The first Chicagoland Citywide Pride event of 2015 on April 7. 
Partner Howard S. Suskin welcomed more than 100 representa-
tives of Chicago-area corporations and professional service firms 
who enjoyed a presentation from Chicagoland Out & Equal about 
planned programming for the upcoming year.

•	 The Human Rights Campaign’s Chicago leadership annual plan-
ning retreat.

In DC, the firm sponsored and Partners Luke C. Platzer and Lindsay 
C. Harrison co-hosted a fundraiser for Gay and Lesbian Advocates & 
Defenders. GLAD Executive Director Janson Wu gave remarks.

Jerry J. Burgdoerfer

parTnEr JErry BurGDoErFEr DiEs aFTEr 
CouraGEous BaTTlE WiTh CanCEr

Esteemed partner, colleague and friend Jerry J. 
Burgdoerfer passed away on September 17, 2014. 
A three-degree graduate of Indiana University, Jerry 
began practicing law at Jenner & Block in 1989 and 

played an important role across many sectors of the firm. He was a 
founder of the LGBT Forum, co-chair of the Securities Practice and 
Transactional Cross-Border Practice and a member of the Corporate 
and Mergers and Acquisitions Practices. Jerry was particularly im-
portant in developing the firm’s Japan Practice, and in 2010, he 
was one of five partners honored with Jenner & Block’s inaugural 
Associates Committee Mentorship Award.

National LGBT Bar Association

Partners and associates have been 
named “Best LGBT Lawyer Under 
40” by the National LGBT Bar 
Association in 2010, 2011, 2012 
and 2014

our lGBT laWyErs


