
On Tuesday, June 23, 2015, more than 160 
Jenner & Block lawyers and summer asso-
ciates from all offices gathered in the Chica-
go Conference Center for the firm’s annual 
Diversity Dinner, celebrating and affirming 
the firm’s diversity and inclusion efforts. This 
year’s keynote speaker for the event was no-
table New York University Law School con-
stitutional law professor and author Kenji 
Yoshino. In response to questions posed by 
Partner Paul M. Smith, Kenji told his person-
al journey of coming out and living as a gay 
Asian American married man and discussed 
his books on identity and the pressure to 
assimilate (Covering: The Hidden Assault 
on Our Civil Rights) and same-sex marriage 
(Speak Now: Marriage Equality on Trial).

The evening was also an opportunity to in-
troduce the firm’s Diversity Scholars. Since 
2005, Jenner & Block has provided schol-
arships to minority first-year law students 
who have demonstrated strong academic 

achievement and a commitment to com-
munity service. The purpose of these schol-
arships is to enhance the diverse talent 
pipeline and promote diversity in the legal 
profession. Now in its tenth year, the pro-
gram has provided financial support to many 
diverse law students, several of whom have 
come to work at the firm.

This year’s Diversity Scholars have tutored 
and mentored inmates at a Chilean wom-
en’s prison; helped launch a nonprofit that 
provides vision care to students in rural Chi-
na and inner cities in the United States; re-
searched the effects of human and environ-
mental pressures on coastal beach dunes; 
and worked on federal legislation including 
the reauthorization of the Violence Against 
Women Act and the DREAM Act. They vol-
unteer with nonprofits including the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, American Civil 
Liberties Union and Stanford Public Interest 

Law Foundation.

The 2015 scholars are Anwesha Banerjee, 
University of Michigan Law School; Gina 
Chen, Northwestern University School of 
Law; Isaiah Deporto, Stanford Law School; 
Allen Li, University of Chicago Law School; 
and Vaishalee Yeldandi, University of Illinois 
College of Law.

In 2012, the firm established the Grant R. 
Folland Memorial Scholarship, in memory of 
a Jenner & Block associate and University of 
Chicago Law School graduate who died in 
2010. The scholarship is awarded to a rising 
second- or third-year University of Chicago 
law student who demonstrates an ongoing 
commitment to LGBT civil rights. The 2015 
Grant Folland Scholar is Paige Scheckla.

Jenner & Block Partner Kenneth K. Lee was prominently featured on the cover of the 2015 “Rising Stars” 
issue of Southern California Super Lawyers Magazine and in a lengthy profile in the publication.

Titled “A Quintessential American Story,” Ken’s profile describes his journey as a 4-year-old, coming to Los 
Angeles from Seoul, South Korea, with his parents. It details the trajectory of his legal career after earning 
his law degree from Harvard in 2000, including two turns at government service – the first as special counsel 
to the US Senate Judiciary Committee during confirmation hearings for Supreme Court Chief Justice John 
Roberts and the second as associate counsel to the White House during the George W. Bush administration.

The article noted that Ken is currently representing various food corporations in nearly two dozen class action 
lawsuits over product labeling. It highlighted a win he had recently for a yogurt manufacturer in a class action 
lawsuit.

Ken has been recognized as a “Rising Star” since 2013, by Southern California Super Lawyers and, in 2015, 
he was named one of the “Up-and-Coming 100” lawyers who received the highest point totals in the South-
ern California Rising Stars nomination, research and review process. He was also selected, in 2015, as one of 
the “Top 20 Lawyers Under 40” in California, by the Daily Journal.
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NYU Law School Chief Justice Earl Warren Professor of Constitutional Law Kenji Yoshino and Partner Paul M. Smith discuss gay 
marriage and the Supreme Court during the firm’s Diversity Dinner.



Jessie K. Liu

liu namEd To inaugural GIr “WomEn in 
invEsTigaTions” spECial rEporT

Partner Jessie K. Liu was named to Global Investiga-
tion Review’s (GIR) inaugural “Women in Investigations” 
special report highlighting remarkable women in the 
profession from around the world. The GIR editorial 

team selected a diverse group of private lawyers, government prosecu-
tors, barristers, forensic accountants and in-house counsel who are, ac-
cording to GIR, “achieving great things in a competitive and notoriously 
tough area of law.” Jessie, co-chair of the firm’s White Collar Defense 
and Investigations Practice, is a former assistant US attorney for the 
District of Columbia and former deputy assistant attorney general in 
the Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division. She represents clients in 
grand jury, congressional and inspector general investigations and has 
substantial experience in matters involving the False Claims Act and 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.

Reena R. Bajowala, Melissa A. Cox, 
Jolene E. Negre and L. David Russell

parTnErs parTiCipaTE in lEadErsHip CounCil on lEgal divErsiTy aCTiviTiEs

When Partner Melissa A. Cox, Jenner 
& Block’s 2015 Fellow for the Leader-
ship Council on Legal Diversity (LCLD) 
attended the kick-off event in March 
in New Orleans, she was joined by the 
firm’s outgoing Fellow, Partner Jolene E. 
Negre, who helped pass the torch to the 
incoming class. The LCLD is a growing 
organization of more than 200 corporate 
chief legal officers and law firm managing 
partners who are committed to creating 

a diverse and inclusive legal profession. The Fellows program, one of 
LCLD’s most important initiatives, is a year-long opportunity for profes-
sional development for its participants – building relationships, sharpen-

ing leadership skills and enhancing their professional brand.

Jolene and the firm’s 2013 Fellow, Partner Reena R. Bajowala, contin-
ue to participate in LCLD through the Fellows Alumni program. Reena 
serves on the Outreach Committee and recently helped plan a Service 
Day at the annual alumni reunion – a carnival for the Youth Empower-
ment Project in New Orleans. Reena also spearheaded a fundraising 
challenge pitting Fellows from all classes against each other, with an 
award going to the most charitable class. Jolene organized a gathering 
in Los Angeles for alumni and current Fellows and is working with a 
group of LA alumni to organize ongoing quarterly local events.

Melissa, notes that the firm’s participation in LCLD and the Fellows Pro-
gram demonstrates its commitment to diversity and professional devel-
opment. L. David Russell was named the firm’s 2016 Fellow. 

Gabriel A. Fuentes

CHiCago Bar FoundaTion and Firm 
Honor FuEnTEs For pro Bono sErviCE

Partner Gabriel A. Fuentes was named the recipient of 
the Chicago Bar Foundation’s 2015 Edward J. Lewis II 
Pro Bono Service Award. The award, created in 1999 in 
memory of late Jenner & Block partner Edward Lewis, 

recognizes “deep commitment to the fundamental principles of equal 
protection and equal justice in the community through outstanding pro 
bono service.” Gabe also recently received the firm’s Albert E. Jenner 
Pro Bono Award.

During 17 years with Jenner & Block, Gabe has devoted thousands of 
hours to the legal representation of indigent persons. For four years, he 
served as Chicago co-chair of the firm’s Pro Bono Committee; during 
three of these, The American Lawyer recognized us as the nation’s top 
pro bono law firm. This past year, in an extraordinary string of pro bono 
wins, Gabe successfully represented Central American women and 
children asylum seekers, detained at a controversial facility in Artesia, 
New Mexico; won reinstatement of a college newspaper editor appar-
ently suspended in retaliation for his freelance reporting; convinced a 
land developer to dismiss a suit he brought against a group of Illinois 
residents for speaking against his development proposal at a public 
meeting; cleared a nationally renowned testifying expert in wrongful 
conviction cases of ethics charges when he criticized the reliability of 
bite-mark evidence to identify a suspect to the exclusion of all others; 
and won executive clemency from then-Illinois Gov. Patrick Quinn for a 
client whose recantation of earlier sworn testimony triggered a contro-
versial perjury prosecution.

Damon Y. Smith

Hud aCTing gEnEral CounsEl  
damon smiTH Joins Firm

Partner Damon Y. Smith joined Jenner & Block in No-
vember 2014, from the US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, where he had served most recent-
ly as HUD’s acting general counsel. Damon, a member 

of the firm’s Government Controversies and Public Policy Litigation and 
Real Estate Practices, brings a unique background encompassing hous-
ing, banking and consumer-related experience at the intersection of law 
and policy. His practice leverages an extensive knowledge of housing 
and consumer regulations; experience with leadership at the highest lev-
els of the primary regulators in the field; and a strong background in re-
solving controversies with the Executive Branch, the Legislative Branch 
and private parties.

Since coming to the firm, Damon has advised financial services clients 
on state foreclosure and Truth in Lending Act compliance activities; as-
sisted in defending against a federal debarment proceeding; and ad-
vised clients on issues related to the Federal Housing Finance Agency 
and the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. He is helping litigate a 
pro bono housing case in DC Superior Court and successfully repre-
sented a pro bono client before the US Parole Board.

Before joining HUD, Damon spent several years in private practice, rep-
resenting clients in a variety of real estate issues. He has served as an 
associate professor at Rutgers School of Law-Camden and a visiting 
professor at American University Washington College of Law. Prior to 
becoming a lawyer, he was founding director of the University of Illinois 
East St. Louis Neighborhood Technical Assistance Center, providing or-
ganizing, planning, design and technical assistance to residents, busi-
ness owners, neighborhood groups and city agencies pursuing local 
community development projects in one of the most economically dis-
tressed small cities in the United States.

Mercecdes M. Hill

Hill namEd “40 undEr 40 EmErging 
lEadEr” By m&a advisor

Partner Mercedes M. Hill was named a 2015 “40 Un-
der 40 Emerging Leader” in the “Legal Advisor” cate-
gory, by The M&A Advisor. The winners were selected 
for their accomplishments in business and service to 

the community by a panel of distinguished business leaders. Mercedes 
received the award during the M&A Advisor’s 2015 Emerging Leaders 
Summit. The Summit provides a unique opportunity for current and past 
Emerging Leader Award winners to connect with peers and prominent 
global business leaders. This is the sixth year of the M&A Advisor’s 
40 Under 40 Awards, which was initiated to recognize high-achieving 
young professionals in the areas of mergers and acquisitions, financing 
and restructuring.
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Mercedes M. Hill, S. Tony Ling and Adam Petravicius

Firm rEprEsEnTs 
arCHEr daniEls 
midland, BroWn 
Jordan in maJor 
TransaCTions

Partners Mercedes M. Hill, 
S. Tony Ling and Adam Petravicius and former associates Genevieve 
J. Essig, Tamara T. McClatchey and Kyle C. Shires were key members 
of the firm’s core team that represented leading global agricultural 
processor Archer Daniels Midland (ADM) in the $1.3 billion sale of its 
global cocoa business to Olam International Limited and the $440 mil-
lion sale of its global chocolate business to Cargill. The sale to Olam 
encompasses ADM’s entire global cocoa business, including process-
ing facilities in Canada, The Netherlands, Germany, Brazil, Côte d’Ivo-
ire, Ghana and Singapore; ADM’s buying stations in Brazil, Cameroon, 
Côte d’Ivoire and Indonesia; and the company’s deZaan and UNICAO 
brands. Included in the sale to Cargill are chocolate manufacturing 
operations located in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Ontario, The United 
Kingdom, Belgium and Germany. The complex transactions were true 
carve-outs from an ongoing business, involving the laws of more than 
a dozen countries and requiring that both transactions work regard-
less of which one closed first.

Mercedes also led a team that included Tony Ling to represent Brown 
Jordan International in financing matters related to Brown Jordan’s ac-
quisition of Tropitone Furniture Co., Inc. Brown Jordan owns and oper-
ates companies that serve the indoor and outdoor furniture industries, 
offering a wide range of furniture products and accessories under var-
ious brands. The acquisition combines these leading providers of out-
door casual furniture into a company generating consolidated net sales 
of nearly $400 million. The combined company will be headquartered 
in Florida.

Ishan K. Bhabha

BHaBHa HElps Win suprEmE CourT viCTory For WEllnEss inTErnaTional, draFTs amiCus BriEF in 
anoTHEr sCoTus appEal

Associate Ishan K. Bhabha was a member of a firm team that won a significant ruling from the US Supreme Court in favor of firm 
client Wellness International Network. In ruling that Article III of the US Constitution is not violated when parties knowingly and 
voluntarily consent to adjudication by the bankruptcy court of what have come to be known as “Stern” claims – core claims that 
arise during a bankruptcy proceeding but involve a question of state law – the Court clarified a considerable constitutional question 

over the authority of the nation’s nearly 1,000 federal bankruptcy judges and federal magistrate judges.

Ishan also assisted in drafting an amicus brief on behalf of a group of distinguished criminal law professors, in the US Supreme Court appeal in 
Warger v. Shauers. The plaintiffs in Warger sought a new trial after an unfavorable verdict, arguing that comments the jury foreperson reportedly 
made during deliberations showed that the foreperson had been dishonest during voir dire. The district court denied the motion for a new trial, 
and the Eighth Circuit affirmed. The firm’s brief urged the Court to affirm the Eighth Circuit’s ruling, which it did in its December 8 decision. Ishan 
published an article analyzing the case in the Los Angeles and San Francisco Daily Journal. He was also quoted in an article in Bloomberg BNA’s 
Criminal Law Reporter about a subsequent decision in which the Colorado Supreme Court relied on Warger.

Recently, Ishan successfully argued the appeal of a denial of a habeas petition in the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals, on behalf of a pro bono client.

Jessie K. Liu Previn Warren

suprEmE CourT CiTEs Firm amiCus BriEFs in TWo signiFiCanT dECisions

Associate Previn Warren helped draft an amicus brief on behalf of 52 internationally recognized bipartisan economic 
scholars, in the case of King v. Burwell. The much anticipated appeal examined whether tax-credit subsidies are 
available to individuals purchasing health insurance through exchanges created by the federal government under 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA). In June, the US Supreme Court upheld this critical provision of 
the ACA, holding that Congress intended the ACA’s subsidies to be available nationwide, not only in states with their 

own insurance exchanges. In reaching that conclusion, the Court cited the firm’s brief three times in addressing the economic consequences that 
would result from limiting subsidies. The amici included economists who served in the administrations of Presidents Johnson, Ford, Carter, George 
H.W. Bush, Clinton, George W. Bush and Obama.

Partner Jessie K. Liu was a key member of a firm team that drafted an amicus brief on behalf of the US Chamber of Commerce, which was cited 
by the Supreme Court in City of Los Angeles v. Patel. The case involved a Los Angeles Municipal Code provision authorizing warrantless, on-site 
inspections of hotel guest records by any police officer. In ruling that the provision was facially invalid under the Fourth Amendment, the Court 
cited and agreed with the argument in the Chamber’s brief that general regulations applicable to the hotel industry are not sufficient to invoke the 
“pervasively regulated” exception to the warrant requirement.

Nicholas W. Tarasen

Firm suCCEssFully advoCaTEs For 
rEJECTion oF Ban on samE-sEx marriagE 
in WEsT virginia

Associate Nicholas W. Tarasen participated in the 
firm’s successful efforts to repeal bans on same-sex 
marriage nationwide. On November 7, 2014, the US 

District Court for the Southern District of West Virginia officially ruled in 
favor of Lambda Legal’s plaintiffs and struck down the ban, following 
the Fourth Circuit’s ruling in July that struck down a similar ban in Vir-
ginia. In the Virginia case, the firm also represented a class of unmarried 
same-sex couples, along with the ACLU of Virginia and Lambda Legal. 
In the West Virginia case, Jenner & Block was cooperating counsel with 
Lambda Legal.

FoCus on divErsiTy: suprEmE CourT CasEs

Yusuf Esat

Firm Wins viCTory For doW CHEmiCal in 
imporTanT paTEnT inFringEmEnT suiT

Associate Yusuf Esat was a member of a firm team that 
won a significant victory for Dow Chemical Company 
in a patent infringement suit filed against it in 2012, by 
global paints and coatings manufacturer AkzoNobel 

Coatings, Inc. On January 26, 2015, the Delaware District Court granted 
Dow’s motion for summary judgment of non-infringement in the case, 
which relates to Dow’s BLUEWAVE technology, used in the manufacture 
of aqueous polymer dispersions. Specifically, Dow utilizes the BLUE-
WAVE process to create an important product line that has a variety 
of applications in numerous industries including packaging and paper, 
carpet and textiles, coatings, glass, automotive, personal hygiene and 
health care.
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2015 Chambers uSa
Carissa Coze, Corporate/M&A (California) (Recognized 
Practitioner)

2015 Illinois Super Lawyers
Gabriel A. Fuentes, Criminal Defense: White Collar

Reginald J. Hill, Intellectual Property

Illinois Super Lawyers “rising Stars”
Mercedes M. Hill, Mergers & Acquisitions

Anna Barreiro Sutti, Securities and Corporate Finance

2015 Southern California Super Lawyers “rising Stars”
Kenneth K. Lee, Up-and-Coming 100; Business Litigation

Christopher C. Chiou, Business Litigation

L. David Russell, Business Litigation

Precious S. Jacobs

JaCoBs rECEivEs aWards From 
naTional Bar assoCiaTion and  
nEW yorK univErsiTy

Associate Precious S. Jacobs was presented with 
the National Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Divi-
sion’s 2015-2016 Humanitarian Award at the NBA’s 

90th Annual Convention in Los Angeles, California. The award, cre-
ated in 2007, honors a young lawyer who has dedicated time, career 
and/or money to improve the community and empower others to 
improve their situation or condition.

Precious also received the Alumni Trailblazer Award from New York 
University’s Academic Achievement Program, designed to enhance 
the academic and leadership potential of Black, Latino and Native 
American students. Precious is a supporter of the AAP Travel Schol-
arship program that assists students who are interested in conduct-
ing research in other countries.

Tarsha A. Phillibert

pHilliBErT namEd an NyLJ “rising sTar”

Partner Tarsha A. Phillibert was named one of New 
York Law Journal’s 2015 Rising Stars. She was 
among 50 young lawyers chosen by a panel of 24 
judges who reviewed nearly 300 nominations of 
attorneys under 40 who have established a record of 

accomplishments and demonstrated that they are top contributors 
to their communities and the practice of law in New York and beyond. 
The list features lawyers from all over New York who work in large 
and small law firms, in public interest organizations, government, 
academia and in-house legal departments. A profile of Tarsha, 
a partner in the firm’s White Collar Defense and Investigations 
Practice, appeared in a New York Law Journal special section on 
June 16, 2015, and she was honored at an event that evening at 
Manhattan Penthouse.

Firm HosTs divErsiTy pipElinE EvEnT For CHiCago HigH sCHool sTudEnTs

On March 26, 2015, 17 Jenner & Block attorneys participated in a conference for 92 students 
from Chicago’s Whitney Young Magnet High School. Hosted by the firm in co-sponsorship 
with General Electric and Street Law, the event featured workshops on three areas of law: 
intellectual property, anti-harassment and the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. The students 
practiced their negotiation skills, arguing both sides of mock cases. They also learned about 
the career paths and work of corporate attorneys. The conference was part of Street Law’s 
Legal Diversity Pipeline Program, which pairs corporate legal departments and law firms with 
high school law classes to educate students about law, democracy and human rights, and to 

increase their knowledge and interest in legal careers. Jenner & Block and GE have partnered on this initiative since 2007. Partners Megan 
B. Poetzel and David P. Saunders coordinated this year’s event. Other participating attorneys included Partners Matt D. Basil, Mercedes M. 
Hill, Keri L. Holleb Hotaling, Barbara S. Steiner and Wade A. Thomson and Associates Jonathan A. Beitner, Sarah L. Futernick, Kathleen W. 
Gibbons, Joshua A. Pasquesi, Justin C. Steffen, Daniel E. Truesdell, Kevin M. Waklatsi and Elie T. Zenner.

Reginald J. Hill S. Tony Ling

parTnErs sHarE adviCE on 
HoW To aCHiEvE suCCEss  
in laW

Partner Reginald J. Hill spoke at a 
program of the Chicago Black Part-
ners Alliance that explored how black 

partners can develop a successful year. Titled “A New Year - Getting 
the Year Off to a Good Start,” the panel discussion focused on set-
ting goals. Reggie offered his insight on how he sets goals, whether 
the goals are written, whether he creates a formal business devel-
opment plan and whether he tracks his performance against goals.

Partner S. Tony Ling spoke at a program of the National Associa-
tion of Asian American Professionals-Chicago. Tony participated in 
a panel discussion on “Asian Americans’ Legal Career,” which is part 
of an NAAAP series titled “Asian Americans in Law – Choose to Suc-
ceed.” The panel explored the art of personal branding, networking 
skills and the path to a sustainable practice.

los angElEs oFFiCE WElComEs above the Law 
FoundEr david laT

David Lat – the founder and managing editor of the legal blog Above 
the Law – spoke at the firm’s Los Angeles office on April 17. During 
his informal presentation, David talked about a wide variety of top-
ics, ranging from how he accidentally became a blogger to key is-
sues facing law firms today to his legal novel, Supreme Ambitions. 
The event was sponsored by the firm’s Diversity & Inclusion Commit-
tee and its Associate Board. Partner Kenneth K. Lee helped organize 
the event.

divErsiTy
spEaKEr
sEriEs

Recognitions

From left: Kathleen W. Gibbons, Jonathan A. Beitner, David P. 
Saunders, Mercedes M. Hill, Kellie Bylica, Sarah L. Futernick, 
Joshua A. Pasquesi, Daniel E. Truesdell


